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HEN firſt the Anthor of Lay- 
Baptiſm Invalid publiſh'd his Diſ⸗- 
courſs upon that Subject, I 

thought the Inconſiſtency of 

ſuch Notions with the Goodneis, Mercy, and 

Otlier Moral Attributes of Gon, wou'd have 
preſerv'd the mere Thinking Part of our Nation 
from running into thoſe wild extravagant No- 

tions there laid down. They carry ſuch an irre- 
concilable Difference from common Senſe and 

Reaſon, that thoſe only who can believe the 
Necellicp of Confeſſion, Penance, and Ahlolution, 
cou'd poſſibly be biaſa d enough to believe Them. 

1 lictle imagin'd, that our Pulpits wou'd found 
with ſuch Doctrines as wou'd confound our ovn 

Auditors, and expoſe ourſelves, {(ſhou'd once 

fach Opinions gain a general Credit amongſt 
us) to the Contempt of all 2 Perfotis 

of the Reform'd World. We. bave hitherto he- 
liev'd the Differences between us ald the Diſſen- 
ters to have been about Ceremonies, and not 
about the Firſt Principles of Chriſtianity : But 
now thoſe Men wha: have juſtly deſerv'd the 

Commendations they have receiv'd from all the 

Divines of Qur Church, are proy'd by our New 

Diſgoyeries, not to have ſo much as underſtood 

the great and ſubſtantial Difference between us; 

For no one can belizve, that They would haye 
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inſiſted on the comparatively trifling Circum- 
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N 
ſtagces, The Kneeling at the Communion, The 
Wearing a Surplice, The CroG in Baptiſm, Cc. x 
and have omitted the more Material Oueſtion, ; 
Whather they were Chriſtians or not? This is 
like Tything Mint, and 255 and Cummin, and 0 
neglecting Fudgment, Mercy, and Truth. This is , 
ſpending of time in inſignificant Skirmiſhes, c 
whillt their Adverſarias lay open td an Attack t 
ig an indefenſible Place. e 7 
As this is not without its Weight, jo the Con- i 
ſequences of your Notions are ſo ſhocking, as 
wor'd ſuſthy derer any one from eſpouſiig them. 
For if the Baptiſm of à Lay-man is null and 1 
void in itlelf, and all are to be reckon'd Laymen | 
hat arc uot Epiſcupally Orilain i, (Pref. p. J.) it fol- | 


lows, that no one can be ſure chat he is a Chri- 
tian No, nat one that is Epiſcopally Ordain d, 
finge his Ordination doth not make, but ſuppoſes | 
zum a Chriſtian. And if ſuch a one was raw | 
adh, as you call i, baptiz'd, all the Baprifims 


he has made muſt be null ani void in rhemferoes | 
ſince tis as inpoſſible for a No-Chriftian to\make ä 
Chriſtians, as tis for a Heathen validly to Bap- 
eine. If chercfore a Diſſentor has come over to | 
tue Church of England, and has taken its Orders, | 
all his Miniſtrations of the Sacrament are null. | 
Nay, to go a greater Length ſtill, che Ordina- | 
tions of ſever: of our Biſhops, and itheir Paptiſms 
too, mult be void in themſelves; for they have 0 
been che Children ot Diffenters'; and how they N 
can Ordain to the Chriſtian Mimilry who Them- | 
teives arg No-Chriilians, is, according to your 


Principles vnintelligible. What one of a hun- 
d red, that is above fiſty Years old, can be certain 
what he was Baptized by an Epiſcopal Man, oc 
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not? If born ſince thoſe unbappy Days, Whe- 
cher the Prieſt chat adiminiſter d Baptiſm to him, 
were himſelf baptiz d For if he were haptiz d 
2 Diflen ter, ks a Thouſand and Ten- thouſand 
People were in the Rebellion, your Notion 
obliges yon to hold him as a Heatlien; ſince all 
the hoprs hr cam Dau, muſt be drawn from God's un- 
ven neue] Afercier, (Pag. 26.) and conſequently 
che Sacraments that he adminiſters are hat the 
orgfamatiunt q, chioſe Hely Myſterier, ibid. What 
infinite Scruples of Conſcience mult hence ariſe 2 
Accordingly, one Was lately {o affected with 
nearing this Doctrine aſſerted from the Pulpit, at 
St. Aubin s, that it oceaſion'd a couple of Letters 
:» the worthy Rector, becauſe the Perſon was 
Mort in thoſe Days of Confuſion, and ignorant 
y whom baptiz d. q 
"ConsrntR, Sir, if it be poſſible to prove, 
that every Biſhop, in this long Succeſſion of 
1509 Years, has been qualitied to ordain others; 
i mean, if ſome of them, from Laymen, have 
ot deen vblig'd to accept the Epilcopal Office 
and Dignicy, without being ever Prieſts. Has 
there not been heard of ſuch a thing in Nature 
25 2 She-Biſhop, who confer d Orders, made 
\bbocs, promoted Biſhops, and govern'd the 
Weltern World? Were her Ordinations valid? 
Vere the Sauramems adminiſter'd by Pope Joan 
inthcienc ? Or, Is not chis fuch a Fundamental 
Ptet as, like an Error in the firſt Concoction, 
cannot he mended? Or, if it may be repair'd, 
When length of Time, what Prefcriprtion, or, 
what elfe is it that will do ic? How-can any one 
be aſſur d, that he derives not his Orders from 
ſons who had them from her Hands only,; 
„ confequently, tho he has had Impoſition of 
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Hands from one that appears and acts as a Biſhop, 
he may be ſtill no more than a mere Layman, Is 
it in the Power of the exacteſt Critick in Hiſto- 
ry, to trace the ſeveral Links of this Chain quite 
up to rhe Apoſtie's Days? As I cannot ſatisfy 
_ myſelf in theſe Points upon the Principles of an 
uninterupted Succeſſion, it will he upon you 
to reconcile them, or to acknowledge the vali- 
dity of Lay-Baptiſm, and the not Abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of ſtrictly Regular Epiſcopal Ordination. 
Bur I deſpair of Satisfaction, ſince you de. 
Clare, (. 6, 7. Pref.) F any ſhall think fit 70 attempe 
to cinfute you, That they will wot expect you ſbon d 
regard whatever they can ſay of the Conſequences of 
your Dottrine. Mathematicians think hoy nave 
done fufficient to explode a Falſity, if they can 
reduce it ad Abſurdum, ad Impoſſibile. "The Conſe» 
ences of your Doctrine ſeem to me fo full of Ab- 
Furdiries, (you'll excuſe me that word at preſent) 
that either they are wrong deduced, or the 
Preaciples:aveifalle. 8 VEE 
TEE two Points on which you have built the 
latter part of your Sermon, and which if not in- 
validated, you ſhall think nothing elſe worth your no- 
tice, are, That whoſeever is not Epiſcopally Ordain'd, 
#5 no more than 4 meer Layman. And, 2dly, That 
Tayman cannot miniſter either of the Sacraments in- 
fituted by Feſus Chriſt ; therefore Bagtiſns being a 
| Sacrament cannot ke miniſtred by a Layman, Pr. p. 7. 
Tit, ſay you, 2: the Doctrine contain'd in the twen- 
ty ihird Article of our Church, FI here tranſcribe 
the Article, and ſtand or fall in this Controverty 
by the words of it. ff It is not lawful for any Man 
te to take upon him the Office of publick Rreach- 
te ing or Miniſtring the Sagraments in the Con- 
E gregation, befars he be fawſully call'd 2 
A 8 „„ 
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2. Tyis Deſcription or Definition of à Lawful 


=. 26 
ant to execute the fame : And thoſe we ought 
to judge lawfully call'd and ſent, which be 
** choſen and call'd to this Work by Men who 

have publick Autority given unto them, in the 


© Congregation, to call tind ſend Miniſters into 


the Lord's Vineyard. Now; . 
. Tx1s Article is penn d in fuch general 


ors as ate equally applicable to the Reform'd 
Churches of France or Geneva, 25 to any Epiſco- 


val Church whatever; for Their Mimiflry may 
cid a Lawful Call in the literal Senſe of our 
Article, becauſe They are, cal'd and ſent to that 
work by Men who have publick Autoriiy given unto 
dem in the Congregation, to call and {end Miniſters 
ineyarl. 


Call is applicable to all poſlſible Cafes that can 
happen: Even a mere Layman pitch'd upon in 


dad by a Congregation to preach and miniſter 


the Sacraments is not excluded. To prove this, 


we are only to conſider what we mean by Pub- 
4 Autority. In Abſolute Governments the Will 


the Prince is the only Publick Autority; and 


this, as tis in himſelf, he can enlarge or leſſen, 


cztracR, contradict, in one word, act as he pleaſes, 
and what he does is ſuffic ient, lawful, Publick 
Autority. In Popular States, the Acts of the 
whole People, or of the major part. In Limited 
Aonarchies, the Acts of the Prince and People, 
Ir their Repreſentatives, make up the Publick 
Antority, Were it therefore an Act, or Law in 


ichen Abſolute, Mixt, or Popular, or any other 


ort of Government, thac every Pariſh ſhou'd, 
pon the Deceaſe of its Paſtor, chooſe for them- 
alves 2 ſober, diſctect, pious Man for their Mini- 


ter, à mere Layman, I think he won'd have all 


' the 


the Requifites mention'd in the Article of 2 
Lawful Call: For ſuch a one -d be cal d by View 
A bad PYUBiiCK AUTORITY given them to ſend Mi- 
niſters into the Lord's Vineyard: Lam already appriz d 
of the Antwer you'll make to this, but remem- 
ber I diſpute not here concerning the Regularity 
of ſuch Proceedings; or whether this wou'd be 


conſonant to Apottolical Inftieution, but con- 


cerning the Article, which! may fafely avetr, 
wou d juſtify the Call of a Layman, as the Caſe 
ee, NESS 
3. Txar you may not think this fachk an im- 
poflible Caſe, as no one elſe has conceived, Ell 
tranſcribe a Caſe from the Judicious and Learned 
Mr. Maſon, who has fo incomparably well de- 
fended out Church; 3 againſt Papiſts and 
V, Defciue uf ine Diſſenters, Suppoſe (fayshe) 


| gc 0 7 of by 
Ordination of the 3 oniſh Armada, tranſport 
Proteſtant Miniſters 


beyond Sea, p. 169. 1 among them one Prieſt, for 


ing Men and Women, and 


in a Byk intitied, 
Certain Brief Tracts, 
written by divers 
Learned Men, gon- 


cerning the ancient. 
and modern Govern» 


ment of the Church. 


Printed in 1641. 4 
ſcarce and invaluable 


© hers , by 
the Providence of God, eſcape 


Book, 


* the further Plantation of che 
* We[t-Indits; being long tok6'd 
© with tempeſtuous Winds; 
* ſhou'd at. length ſuffer Ship- 
* wreck upon a ſtrange Coaſt 
* of an unknown Iſland, yer fo 
* that moſt of the People 


** and come ſafe to Land. Now 


Fe they are in another World, their Ship is ſunk, 


their Tackling gone; they are void ef all mean 


and hope of return. The Prieſt he igſtructech 
* them, baptizeth their Children, and perform- 


eth other Prieftly Offices, {till expecting if any | 


_ * Ship ſhould arrive or approach to that Coaſt. 
„ Thus many Years paſſing, their Hopes fail, 
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„ their Hearts faint, their aged Prieſt is even 
hard at Death's door: Now tell me what ſhall 
* he do? Muſt he leave his Congregation with- 
ont a Guide? Or, Shall he hot much rather 
make choice of ſome moſt eminent amongſt 
them for Knowledge and Virtue, and by Faſt- 
© ing, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, ſet them 


apart for the Prieſt's Office? „ Wwoud not 


theſe Men, thus ſet apart to the ſacred Miniſtry, 
be agreeably to the Article, choſen and call d to 
this Work by Men weſted with PuBLicx AvTtorTyY ? 
4. I can't but tubſctibe to the Judgment of 
that very Learned Prelate the Lord B. of Sarum; 
That our Reformers had in view two fa- 
** mous Inftances in Church-Hiſtory of Lay- 


men that had Preached and Converted Nati- 


*© ons to the Faith. „ But as thoſe were Regu- 


tr Practices, I am apt to think they had Irregu- 


larities wit their view, ſuch as Ordinations of 
Biſtops from Laymen, Ordinations by Presby- 


ters of old, and Ordinations by Presbyters in 
_ the Reformed Churches, who were under a Me- 


cellity of going more aſtray from Apoſtolical 
Forms than we ourſelves were: which laſt the 
ſatue Reverend Prelate has obſery'd. | 
Tis time to paſs from your Preface to your 

Sermon itfelf : where (Pag. 14. & ſeq.) you bring 
rour Arguments to elltabliſh che Principles laid 


down in your Preface. The 


Firſt is taken from the words of the Text, 


Go ge therefore and Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing 


:vem. The TY - 
Second is this, (P. 16.) ie are the Soldiers of 


_ Cbrift, Every Soldier muſt be lifted into the Service 
: . . ö * 2 ; a 
bis General or Sovereign, by ſuch Perjon as bad re- 
d a Commiſion from the Sovereign {0 to liſt lim: 


4 In 4 
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Aud no Perſen can liſt any, but theſe who have receiv d 


4 Commiliin f JJ) 
hd is, (P. 17.0 Baptiſm is 4 Poſiti ve Juſtitu- 
tion. Therefore (P. 18.) the Perſons by whom Baptiſm 


is to be adminiſtred are as Poſitive @ part of the Inſti 
tution, as an thing elle relating to that Ordinance. 


The 


— 


ration from him ſo to do. Ergo, Sach à Covenant 


mußt be nul and woid in itſelf. 


The Firſt Argument is taken from the words, 
Go ye 3herefore and Diſciple all Nations, baptizing 


them. From which you infer, That Chriſs has 


plainly authorized à particular Order of Men to perform 
this Ofice., What you mean by - particular Order 
of Men, you have told us, (P. 15.) 3s ain as 


words can ſpeak, He did not, i. e. Chritt, ſay 1 


them, Do you, and the reft of your Brethren, ge and 


Diſciple all Nations, but, G0 X E, that is, YE to 


whom I now feat, YE whom 1 appointed to meet me 


here, that 1 mivht confer ſuch Autority upon jou, (Go 


ye and Diſcipe al Nations, baptiz ing them. I hu is 


plain PARTICULAR SEPARATION of thens 
Var this ork and Office, EXCLUSIVE OF ALL OTHEES. 
Now if this Obſervation of yours is ſtrictly 


juſt, I fain wou'd know by what Autority any | 


Epiſcopal Man can now Baptize. My Reaſon 


is, Becauſe our Saviour gave this Commiſſion 


only to the Eleven, only to thoſe to whom Ie 
then ſpoke, exciu/ire of all others. The reſt of the 


Diſciples of CHNISIT were neglected, that is, n 


Notice wWwas given them, no Orders _ they 
=.” ni» - thou 


Fourth is, (P. 18.) Bapti[m is « Seal of 4 Con- 

tract or Covenant between God and the Perſon to be 

Baptiæ d. *Twou'd be (P. 19.) highly preſumptuous 
to pretend to contract for 4 Suderior, without a Depic- | 
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{md meet Lim at this Mountain in Galilee, there- 


fore they were not deſign'd to be Authorixed af 


bat time: The Commiſſion was only to the 
Pleven, to the Yr whom I appointed to meet me 
hore; therefore it cou'd not be to thoſe who 
con'd not meet him there. As this Conſequence 
natural and very evident, I muſt deſire of you 
% anſwer it, when you are diſpos' d to regard 
he Conſequences of your Notions. _ 

2. Your Argument is this, Curi1sT elected 
de ven to Baptize, taking no notice of the reſt : 
Therefore none but Perſons ſelected can Baptize. 
Oc thus, Theretore none but Perſons appointed 


by thoſe Eleven can Baptize. In this Conſe- 


quence there feems to be juſt the ſame Failure 
25 in the following, The King has appointed 
Iwelve Judges to determine the Controverſies 
of the Nation, therefore none but Perſons ap- 
poinred or calld by them can determine them, 
To fay that none elſe can determine them Judi- 
cially or Abſolutely is to ſay nothing, for Appeals 
lis from one Judge to another, as well as from 
an Arbicer to a Judge: and the Determination 
of a Private Perſon to whom a Matter is referr d, 
is and ought to be as Obligatory as the Decree 
of a Judge; the only difference is, one is back'd. 
with Power to execute his Sentence, the other 
ot, | VF | 
;. Granting you that the word, Y x, includes 
che Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, as 1 ſuppoſe 
you will jnſiſt on it, notwithſtanding your ex- 
claſion of all others beſides the Eleven, you will 
allow that it relates to the ſame Pech that 
7, dude, doth in the following Verſe. This 
laſt our beſt Commentators and moſt Judicious, 
ters made to be the r of the Goſpel, 
=: not 


(160 
not gonfining it to Biſhops and Perſons Epiſcco 
pally Ordained. But becauſe I am ſenſible you 
will lay no Weight on this, I'II paſs . 
4. To the Commiſſion itſelf, Go ye and Diſciple 
all Nations, baptizing them. What Reafon can 
you aſſign, that one part of this Grand Com- 
miſtion muſt neceſſarily be confin'd to the Apo- 
ities, and Biſhops, and Epiſcopally Ordain'd Per- 
ions, and not the other? If they alone are to 
Baptize, muſt not they alone make Diſciples ? 
they alone make Converts ? Or how ſhail we 
| know. that our Bleffed Lord left one at liberty 
and not the other? "Tis granted on all hands, 
that any Layman may convert a Nation, 2nd 
_ every Welt-wifher to the Glorious Cauſe of 
C:rRrIsT Woud riſe up with Reverence to that 
Man of Gop, who, like Frumentins, ſhou'd con- 
vert an Indian Nation. Shou'd he go à Step fur- 
ther, and Paptize this People, remote from any 
Nation where Prieſts or Biſhops cou d be had, 
wou'd not chis Commiſſion bare him out to Gon 
and Man? For he that ſaid, Go ye and Diſciple al 
Nations, added, Baptizing them ; the fame Perſons 
that were bid to do the one, were bid to do the 
other. Suppoſe an Judian Convert ſhou'd ask 
A mere Layman, that had Dilcipled bim, the 
Queſtion that the Eunuch ask'd Philip, See 
here is Woter, what dot“ hinder me from being bap- 
tired? And upon that fhou'd make the Con- 
feſſion that the Eunuch did, I believe bat JESVS 
= 1: " CrxrIsT i, the Son of GOD: The other ſhou'd 
5 an{wer, That's an Office belongs to a particular 
Dett Of Men, exciuſroue of all others, 1 dare not in- 


AER Mer” — SE i eng” es 2 


0 


rermeddle : The Convert might reply, The Au- 
rority by which you have hitherto ated is foun- 


ded, you tell me, on thoſe words of my Saviour, 


Ah 


Uo je therefore and Diſciple all Nations: Is it not 


the Will of Gop, and of the Son of Gon, 


i-s1s CngisT, Whom you have preached, 


chat Converſion and Baptiſm ſhou'd be join'd in 


Practice, as he himſelf has join'd them in the 
Command > And what Gon Das | Joined fogether, has 
te himfelf any where, or can Man put aſunder 2 
i know not what Replication con'd be made, 
but from Order and Regularity ; which if you, 


Sir, think a good one, you mult quit your Prin- 
ciples ; if a bad one, you muſt ſhew how and - 


when che'Commiſſion was ſplit, ſo as abſolutely ' 
0 exclude all but Epiſcopal Clergymen from 
Baptizing others. I muſt here beg leave to tell 
you, that Iam a Clergyman, as ftrict a one as 
others, that 1 regard and eſteem the Church of 

Pagland as the pureit Church in Chriſtendom, 
that I look upon all its Ceremomies as decent, 
that Iconſtantly comply, to the beſt of my Pow- 


er, with its Canons, 1 reverence its Governours, 


ny Lords the Biſhops, and am ready, when call d 
pon, to defend our Conſtitution againſt the 
Diſſenters of any ſort. I mention this, that you 
may not think I talk Sctuſmatically, when Turge 
the Caſes I mention ; and that neither you, nor 
any one elle, may immediately mark me out as 


an Enemy to the Church, becauſe I found its 


Regimen upon nothing elſe but Order and Re- 
gularity, which may, upon necefiary Citcum- 
tances, admit ſome degrees of Variation. I pro 


_££ed to your 


. 


Second Argument, taken from our being Soldiers 


Cutis r. Ewery Soldier muſt be lifted imm the 
Service of dis General or Sovereign, by ſuch Perſon as 


had verd. Commiſſion from his Sovereign ſo 10 liſt 
n. And no Perſon can lift any, but theſe auh have 
1 0 TE recuv'd 


TIE (Cu) 

rerei vd a Commiſſion ſo to do. (P.x6.) To this 1 
reply, 1. That Arguments drawn from Figura- 
tive Expreſſions ſerve to inflame the Paſſions, 
not to inform the Judgment; they enliven our 
Thoughts, but ſeldom do any ſervice to Truth. 
For Inſtance, Vie are ſaid to be the Soldiers of 


Cunts r, and we know a Soldiers Life is a Liſe 


of Hardſhip, his Bed is the cold Ground, his 
Canopy the Heavens, his Dier ſpare; therefore 
every Chriſtian ought to live a Hermit's Life, in 
Fields, or Caves, and forſake Cities, except in 
Winter-Seaſons. Chriſtians are Soldiers, there- 


| fore they muſt obey implicitly the Will of their 


Superiors, upon pain of eternal Damnation; 
becauſe Soldiers, upon pain of Death temporal, 
Cannot reſiſt the Wills and Commands of their 
Generals, But that you may not tax me with 


the bare evaſion of an Argument, 2dly, J add this 
Caſe, which is directly contrary to your Aſſerti- 
on throughout the 167 Page, and half the r7:h, 


When a Company of Gentlemen form'd them- 


ſelves into a Body, under the Command of 


Mr. Walker the Clergyman, and ſo bravely de- 
fended themſelves and the City of London-Derry, 


in the late Iriſh Wars, who was it gave that Ec- 
cleſiaſtick a Power to liſt Men, or them a Power 
to liſt themſelves? Who gave him his Captain's 


Commiſſion? Or, Will you deny thoſe Gentle- 


mien to have been Soldiers during that time? It 


then the Perſon liſt ing, and the Perſons lifted, (P. 17.) 
acted fo bravely, and merited ſo much by that 
Conduct, pray cell me, had they juſt cauſe to fear 
the King's high Diſpleaſure? Or, Was this 2 Con- 


remupt of his Autority, and Mockery of his Commiſſion ? 
What Commiſion had multitudes of Private 
Gentlemen to raiſe Companies, and maintain 
a 15 them 


1 a _ 


them at their own Charges, during the Rebelli- 
on in K. Charles I. Time? Or can you deny them 
to have been truly and properly Soldiers? The Princi- 
Ne which you mult reſolve theſe Caſes upon, will 
afford you ſo much Light as evidently to ſee, 
That Lay-Baptiſm is only irregular, and not indeftual, 
/ Pref. p. 5.) and conſequently, as you rightly 
there infer, it is better that the Irregularicy ſhou'd be 
diſpenſed with, than that a Perſon ſnou'd coſe the 
efncacy of the Sacrament, For tis certain, that Ne- 
ceflicy will excuſe the Regularity of Proceedings, 
and gives a Commiſſion where, at other times, 
twou d be criminal fo to act. Your 

Third Argument is, That Baptiſm is a Poſitiwe In- 
flitution, ordaind by CHRIST himſelf, (P. 17.) 
therefore The Power to adminiſter it muſt be Poſiti ve, 
and can belong to none but only ſuch as CHRIST has 
» (hail authorize by the Inſtitution, "Then to prove, 
that he Perſons are as Poſitive a part of the In- 
| {itution, as any thing elle relating to that Ordinance, 
E. S.) you argue, that CHRIS TH made choice of 
ku: lee (tho' he then had above Frve-hundred 
Vitciples) te put in practice this Inſtitution. 

t. Here ſeems to me an apparent Fallacy in 
this Method of Reaſoning ; for this put into 
ior: ſtands thus: Every Poſitive Inſtitution requires 
particular ſeparate Perſons to adminiſter it. This is 
1 Poſitive Inſtitution, Ergo, &c. To prove the 
Mor, which is denied, you ſay, The Power 
„ adiniuiſter a Poſitive Inſtitution mut be Poſutvve, 
i.c. 25 I gueſs at your meaning, Fix'd to parti- 
cular Perſons by the Ordainer. This Propoſiti- 
02 it will lie upon you to prove, fince "tis not 
„ poſtible, but is Fact, chat a Poſitive Initi- 
tion of Go p has not been tied to any jeperate 
T:t3cular Perſons, Circumciton, for Inſtance, 

- was 


— 
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Was a Poſitive Inſtitution, and yet not tied to 
any particular Sett of Men, but any that were 
expert in the Operation did it. „ 
22. I can't but obſerve, that you frequently 
ſay in this Sermon, Thar CurtsT made choice 
of the Eleven, particularly ſeparating them to ex- 
ecute that Commiſſion, Go ye and Diſciple all Na. 
tions, baptixing them, (P. 15, 17, 18.) A candid 
Searcher after Truth wou'd have given us ano- 
ther Reaſon of the particular Choice of theſe 
Eleven, even the Reaſon the Apoſtles themſelves 
give, that they might be Witneſſes of his Reſur- 
rection, Acts i. 22. chap. x. v.39, 41. If this be 
the Reaſon the Apoſtles themſelves give of their 
Particular Separation, that aflign'd by you will 
Farce preponderate amongſt ſober Chriſtians, 
3. It no more follows, becauſe CHRIST fe 
lected the Eleven from the reſt, and (P. 17.) gaw 
them Power 10 put in Practice this Inſtitution, there- 
fore none elſe can Baptize, than becauſe, in the 
tenth of St. Matthew, our Bleſſed Saviour call'd 
unto him his Twelve Diſciples, and gave then 
aà Commiſſion to preach, Je kingdom of Heaven 
* at hand, v. 7. therefore no one elſe can lawfully 


rr 


and with Autority do it. 


4. Allowing the Power to be Poſitive to adimi- 


niſter this Sacrament, and that it can helong . 
gone but only ſuch as CHRIST has, or ſhail aut horix- 
by the Inſtitution, it will not follow, that no one 
elſe can meddle with things of this Nature: 
For as our Saviour faid to the Phariſees, Matt. vii 
Have ye not read what David did when be was an 
bungred, aud they that were with him, How he entre 
into the houſe of GoD, and did eat the Shews-breai, 
which was not lawful for im to eat, neither for then 
which were with him, but enly for the Prieſt:? 5 


„ 

Neceſſity made the Violation of that Poſitive 
Law juſtifiable, . and ſhews us, chat GOD will 
hade Mercy and not Sacriſice. 1 

F. I beg you wou'd aſſign the Place in Sctip- 
ture where this Sacrament of Baptiſm is fee down 
as NECESSARILY connected to the Epiſcopat: 
do tied to it, chat no one elle can poſſibly Baptize 
VALIDLY., And think me not impertinent if 
require a very clear indiſputable Paſſage, ſince 
ſo much as the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity de- 
pend upon it. Thoſe are not ſufficient that lay 
fown Rules about Ordination, or make a Supe- 
riority in the Miniſters of the Church: For nei- 
ther our Saviour, nor the Apoſtles, have, as I 
remember, any where, expreſty, or ſo much as 
by direct conſequence aſlerted, that no one ſhall 
be in à State of Salvation, except he be born, 
bred, or taught in an Epiſcopal Church. Our 
Lord feems to fay the contrary, when he tells us, 
att. XVII. 20. Where two or three ore gathered toge- 
ther in my Name, there am I in the midi of them. 
{ 2 ready to grant you, that the Rules in Scrip- 
ture are ſufficient to prove a Miniſtry diſtinct 
from he Laity, even to Demonſtration ; that 


the eh are the only Regular Miniſters in tha 
1 


Goſpel Diſpenſation; and further, that the E- 
piicopal Clergy are the only Regular Miniſters: 


grant you too, that the Adminiſtration of the 


Sacraments is properly the Work of Them alone; 


vet it will go more follow, that the Baptiſm by 
others is valid, than becauſe by a Poſerive Law 


this Land, the Clergy alone may join People ' 


„ Matrimony, therefore if it be done by 4 
(dachman it ſhall be invalid. Your 
Fourth and laſt Argument is, That Baptiſm i, a 
"eat of a Contract vetween G3 0D and the Perſon 50 
| | „ Aix f 


= 
' 
4 
' 
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r 
ized, (P. 18.) But that Contract i, null and void 
which is made by one unauthoriz d. Here 1 
malt oberes, | 

1. That you voutſelf affirm it to be only The 


highes! Preſiusuption imaginable for a Man to pretend 


to make a Contract for Gon, or in his Name, who 


has never receiv d any Deputation from him for that 
Purpoſe, (P. 19.) But hence it io more follows, 
that ſuch Contracts are 4oid in themſelves, than 
that Perſons married together by one not com- 


miſſion'd for that purpoſe, ire ſtill disjoin d. 
Fs the bighef Preſumption imaginable for a Man to 


act in a Capacity which the Laws expreſly forbid 
Him, ec quod feert non debet factum valet. 


2, You ſay it wou'd be highly preſumptuons in any 
' : "6 4 9 ; 
Aan to pretend ts contract for his Superior without a 


Deputation from him to do ſo. J am apt to believe 
there is the ſame Prefumiptioti in a, Superior unau- 
thonz'd to contract for his Inferior, as vice verd. 
2. The ſupream Law which Gop and Man 


propoſe to themſelves in either Church or State, 
is the ſafety of it. The Safety of the Church 
gonſiſts in the mulcitude of true Believers, as the 
ſafety and flouriſhing Condition of a State con- 


ſiſts in the multitude of obedient Loyal Subjects. 
Now when the chief End propos d by Go p is 
obtain'd, he does not tie himſelf fo ſtrictly to the 
Means, as ablolutcly to condemn him that dot) 


not follow the ordinary Method. My meaning 
is, The chief End which Gop propoſes to hitmſelt 
in the Goſpel-Diſpeniation is the Salvation of 
Mankind. The regular way of obtaining this, 


s by being true and ſincere Chriſtians; the firſt 
ſtep to this is Baptiſm, and Baptiſm otight to be 


adminiſtred by the Clergy commiſſion'd for that 


' purpoſe. In this Scale every higher Step is 2 


niuitzher 


nr 


— 


T * ' . 
* 
15 


| . 5 
$:igher approach to the chief End of Gon, than 
hat which is next below ic. e. g. To be a true 
Chriſtian is more agrecable to che Will of Gop 
hatt barely to be baptized, and to be baptized 
is to make a nigher approach than not to be 
baptiz d at all. Hence it follows, that every 
Man ought to be baptiz'd, and that every Chri- 
ſtian, as Chriſtian, has a Right to baptize others 
in Caſes of Neceflicy, becauſe tis better, tis 
coming nigher to the prime Will of Gon to be 
Baptized, than not to be ſo; and better by Lay- 
men, than not at all; as in ſuch Caſes Where 
Miniſters regularly ſent are not to he had, or the 
Baptiſms of ſuch Miniſters are conceiv'd tinful, 
Here every Chriſtian has Autority from GOD 1 
covenant in his Name, and to bind the Contract by a 
 pariicutar Seal or Inſtitution, (P. 19.) and there is no” 
goubt but GOD will ſtand to the Terms of the Cover 
nant, and perform his Part faithfully. wm 
To ſhew you now that every Chriſtian, as 
Clriftian, has a natural Right to baptize, tho I 
grant you he that doesit, not Ordain'd as he ought 
co be, and not in Caſes of abſolute Necellicy, acts 
preſumptuouſly, and is very audacious, I ſhall 
ale an Argument or two drawn from the Scrip- 
tures: The firft is taken from Mark ix. 38, 39, 40. 
or Luke ix. 49, 50. And Fohn anſwered bim ſaying, 
aſter, Me ſaw one caſting cut Devils in thy Name, 
and he followed not us, and we forbad him hbecaufe 
ve folowed not us. But Feſus ſaid, forlid him not, 
- for there is no Man who ſhall doe g Miracle in my Name 
at can lightly ſpeak evil of me: For he that is noi 
againkt us is on our part. The natural plain 
| meaning of which words is, He that purſues the 
bie End that we do, that ſtriyes to beat dawn 
de Kingdom of Satan as we do, is not to bo 
ff! na 


" 1 * 
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forbidden, he is on our Side. And doth not 

4 every one that Baptizes 2 Child or Perſon adult, ; 
bring his helping hand to ſubvert the Kingdom 
of Satan? And ſhall we preſume to forbid him, | 
1 whom our merciful Saviour commanded his Di- | 
ſciples not to forbid 2 Whether this proceeds 7 
from Pride or Paſſion, or whence, our Saviour 
himſelf will one Day judge. My = ; 
Second Argument is taken from 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9, : 
Te aiſo as lively ſtonet ure built up 2 Spiritual Houſe, 1 
an Holy Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices ace G 
eepteble to God through Chritt Feſus. — But ye are a 8 
cheſen Generation, « Royal Prieſt hood. St. John tells 
us, bkewile, Rev. i. 6, that CHRIST bath made { 

»s Kings and Prieſts unto Go and his Father. The | 
ſame Appellation ho gives us, chap. V. 10. To 
explain theſe Paſſages we muſt obſerve, 1. That 7 
| both St. Peter and St. Fohn ſpeak not of any par- / 
1 ticular Sett of Men, but of the whole Chriſtian *: 
| World. 2. They call all Chriſtians an Holy Prieft- Ml > 
Seo, 4 Royal Prieſt hood, and Pricfts, in contradi- 4 
; ſtinction to that particular Tribe of the Jet a 
| out of which alone Prieſts coud be: Olim ex und b 
0 dunt aut Tribus parte eraut Sacerdotes, per Chriſtum 2 
| omnes, ſays Gretins, in locum. From this therefore b 
thus T argue, Iis the part of Prieſts to do thoſe { 
things as pertain to the Serzjce of Gp: All D 
Chriſtians are Prieſts, therefore it pertains to all 0 
Chriſtians to do thoſe things as relate to the W 2 
Service of Gon: Now Baptiim being a part or 0 
| ons of thoſe things which relate to the Service 0 
| of Gor, all Chriſtians may Baptize. 3. That 11 
| may not be tax'd with Novelty in this Caſe, II tt 
| - veiiture to add the Autority of Tertullian; Name il * 
C Laici Sncerdotes ſumus? Scriptum eft enim, Reg- in 
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DiPerentiam inter Ordinem . Pfebem conſtituit Ecche- 
io, > Honor per Ordmis conceſſum Santtificatus : adeq 
ub; Feeleftaſt ici ordinis non eff conceſſus, * off ers, rhe 
tinpunsy 2 ſacerdos es tibi ſolus. And prelently 
er, Igitur ff habes jus Sacerdotis in temetipſo, ubi 
nec ile ert, habeas oportet etiam Diſciplinam Sacerdots 
i neceſie ſit habere jus Sacerdotis, Exh. Caſtit, 
The leaſt that theſe words imply is, certainly, 
hat in Tertullians Judgment the Laity have 4 
| Riphr to the Priefthood, and, where tis a caſe of 
| neceſſitY, may exerciſe that Right. And hence tis 
-videgt, that only Order and Kegularity makes 
ſome act, and reſtrains others from actiug in that 
Capacity. * | 


Third Argument may be taken from Gal. iii. 28. 
A i Chriſt Feſus there is neither Few nor Greek, 
wither Servant nor Free, neither Male nor Female, 


for FE are all one in Chriſt Feſus. The Apoſtle is 


» MW arguing, from the diſtinction put between 
* ele and Female in the Jewiſh State; The Male 
j alone, Frderis fignum in corpore gerebat, folus Regni 
* ac ©acerdotit erat capax, ſays Groti us, i. e. He alone 
4 bore the Sign of the Covenant in his Body, He 
FA alone was capable of che Kingdom and Prieſt- 


e WW hood. Hence IH obſerve, 1. That tis not ab- 
7 ſohitely neceſſary in itſelf, that Baptiſm mould 
es perform'd by an Epiſcopal Hand, becauſe in 
11 Cuirrsr there is nc diſtinction of Perſons, 
0 2. That Order and Regularity are to he obſerv'd, 
tur che fake of Peace, and, conſequently, no one 
ce ouccht to preſume to act in any of the Prieſtly 
1 Offices, where a Prieſt can be had. 3. That 
"11 tho as Chriſtians we all are equal, and all have 
ne che ſame Privileges, yet the Will of GD direft- 
g. or permitting the Apoſtles tg ſettle à Form of 
, Piicipline in the Church, is apparent, N 0486 


_ Folie againſt the Aſfertion of the Invalidity of 


a; 


che End of all Government is the good of the 
ſome other End, Neceſſary Breaches of Order, 


if for the evident good of the Church, will 
juſtify themſelves ta G0 Dy Who knows the Heart, 
and ſearches the Reins, and will render to every Man 
according to his orks. 4. Put the Cafe that B.. 
fops only can Ordain, or give a Commiſſun, (P. 22) 


Now, to Perſons to Baptize, it follows not 


therefore that none but Perſons ſo appointed 
hall wvalialy Baptize, any more than it follows, 


that becauſe none but the Twelve Judges can 


call a Man to the Bar, therefore no body but 
Perſons fo call'd can draw a Leaſe, that ſhall 


tand good in Law. Suppoſe a Man ſhou'd put 
on 4 'Bar-Gown, tho' never admitted into any 


Inn of Court, nor had any of the Requiſites to 
a Call to the Bar, except a competent Skill in 
the Laws of the Land, and ſhou'd practice for 
2 confiderable time nnheeded ; fometimes he 
pleads Cauſes, at others draws up Deeds or ſigns 
Writings that are brouglit before him, as Coun- 
bil uſually does, tis granted that theſe Actions 
wou'd be bold and audacious, yer none of the 
Advantages his Clients had receiv'd wou'd ever 
be revers'd; they wou'd continue valid, che ſame 
g5 if done by the moſt regularly call'd, 2 


Thus, Sir, have I examin'd your Pleas for the 
knayalidity of any Baptiſms adminiſtred by others 
than Perſons Epilcopally Ordain d. I am not 
inſenſible of what loads of Clamour, and per- 
haps Calumny and Contempt will be laid upon 
me, as preſuming to defend this Opinion. We 
have been told, that if any Clergyman ſhould 
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| //-/- 2vho took Gifts and Preſents of the Diſſenters, to 


r 
„ Baptiſm, he wou'd be fuſpected to be one of 


It the Name: of their Children be regiſtred among 
the irue Baptiſms of the Church Or of another forts 
who court the Favour and Applauſe of the Diſſenter s. 
Aj! I fhall ſay to this is, That more Charit) 


2115 lels Learning is to me infinitely preferable 


to 4 great deal of Learning and leſs Charity; 
tr Hough I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and 
Angels, and haue not Charity, IT am become as ſounds 


wg Braſs o u tinkliua Cymbal, f hope I have kept 
the Rules of Juſtice to you, and of Truth ſacred 


and inviolated ; 1 ant ſure I have tlioſe of Ho- 
neſty, neither concealing any Argument or Cir- 
cumftance that has any ſtrength in it, to my 


| knowledge, nor offering any thing but what 


believe to be true. The Subject in Hand is fo 


material, and fo wide is the Difference between 


us, chat I conjure you to ſhew me my Errors, 
am in any, in the Spirit of Chriſtianity x 


| 2nd to believe me as ready to retract them, as 
im to defend the Truth, whenever or where- 
focver it appears to me. That Truch may pre- 
vai! is the hearty Deſire and Prayer, to Gon 


Almighty, of, 
K TX, 


yu Friend and Brothep, 
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i Muſt here beg leabe to ak you, What ir 
1 your Opinion, are the Requiſites to make 2 
Aan a Biſhop? And in what Capacity a Biſhop 


to do to enquire, who were the Perſons that 
Ordain'd the Miniſter they have occafion tr 
make uſe of: Bur tis ſufficient for them to ex. 
pect the Benefits of his Miniſtration, without 


his being able to produce his Sacerdotal Ge. 
nealogy in 2 right Line from CariST. 


E 
; | 2. 
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doth Ordain 2? For if there have beefi Biſhop, 
made immediately from Laymen; choſen out of = 
Deacons, Subdeacons, Readers, and ſuch +; 7 
hive been no more in Orders than a Juſtice of 
Peace, or a Tradeſman; if, contrary to ail Or. 
ders, Canons, or Determinations of the Church, 
Men have been thruſt into that Dignity ; ſuch Þ* 
infinite Scruples about an uninterupted Sneclii BY 
on will ariſe, as will not caſily admit an Ana, 
And cwill follow, That che Laity have nothing 


